AMERICA

= /‘\A ou
@, &/ ) ® n
MISYSyPP! -

MISSISSIPPI

ARTS COMMISSION

America250 Public Art Grant
a public art supplemental guide

This ten-page guide assists Mississippi eligible applicants in providing an overview of
the public art discipline and key MAC America250 information on eligibility, project
requirements, funding, and strategies for success. The guide also offers examples of
traditional and non-traditional Mississippi public art to inspire projects that reflect
unique cultural stories and meaningfully engage communities.

Simone Cottrell, Special Initiatives Director
Mississippi Arts Commission
601.359.6044

scottrell@arts.ms.gov

This is a working document subject to change as we navigate the world of public art.



Public Art: The Core Elements

One or More
Art Disciplines

Public art is both a broad art form and a shared experience. At its core, three elements
define it:

1. The inclusion of one or more artistic disciplines, including folk and traditional arts.

2.A public, accessible space where community members can gather and engage.

3.The dialogue that emerges from and informs the interaction between the art, the
space, and the people.

In 2025, the Mississippi Arts Commission (MAC) is expanding the state’s arts and culture
landscape through new public art initiatives. The first is the Public Art in Community
Grant, developed in partnership with the Levitt Foundation. Building on that success,
MAC's one-time America250 Public Art Grant Program celebrates Mississippi stories that
reflect the broader American experience during the nation’s semi quincentennial.

MAC's working definition of public art:
Public art is the intentional presentation of any artistic discipline in a public space with
free public access, designed to activate the space and foster community dialogue.



Public Art: Common Factors
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What makes public art impactful are the community, creative processes, resources, and
guidelines that carry a project from concept to completion. The smaller circles
surrounding the core elements of public art model represent common factors that
influence or support each stage of the public art process.
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Public Art: Common Factors - Continued

In addition to the America250 Public Art Supplemental Guide, MAC has created a
separate guide covering frequently used public art terms and common questions. A few
common factors are highlighted with questions to consider while you are developing
your project narrative, contracts, and partnerships.

Site-Specific

Cross-
Disciplinary

Available
Budget

Who owns the site: Is it publicly or privately owned?
Who will hold ownership of the final artwork?
What rights does the artist retain under their contract?

What should the artist and the public understand about the site,
and how is it reflected in the artwork?

Can the artwork be replicated elsewhere?

Is the artwork designed for a particular location that cannot be
duplicated?

Does the artwork engage non-artistic fields such as history,
science, health and wellness, education, environment and
conservation, or technology?

Is the budget realistic for the project’s goals?

Are artists being fairly compensated?

Has long-term maintenance been accounted for (e.g., X years)?
Will there be a public celebration?

Is there a budget for project documentation?

Does the site comply with ADA requirements?

Is it accessible for all types of wheelchairs?

Beyond physical viewing, how can the public experience the
artwork?

How much time is available for creating the artwork?

How long will it remain on public display?

Are there plans to archive the artwork?

How will the artwork be addressed or interpreted after 10 years?



MAC and MHC America250 Grants
Which one is for you?

MAC's America250 Public Art Grant awards total $100,000. The Mississippi
Humanities Council America250 Grant awards total $850,000. We strongly encourage
all eligible applicants to explore both grant programs before deciding which to apply
for. Pages 5 through 7 provide a breakdown of each grant program and strategies to
maximize opportunities across both grants.

Note: MHC seeks projects that demonstrate a well-informed approach. Applications
should reflect some degree of scholarship or expert knowledge related to the subject
matter. "Expert knowledge” is interpreted broadly and may include academic,
professional, or community-based expertise.



MAC and MHC America250 Grants

Which one is for you? - Continued

MAC America250
Public Art Grant

MHC America250 Grants

Total Awards

10 awards totaling $100,000

Multiple awards at varying
amounts; total depends on
funding

Award Amounts

5 awards of $12,000 for
nonprofits with FY26 budgets
>$250K; 5 awards of $8,000
for nonprofits with FY26
budgets <$250K

Varies by grant type;

determined by funding,
application quality, and
number of applications

Regional
Distribution

MAC aims to award one of
each grant per Mississippi
region

Not specified

Eligible Projects

Public art is the core medium

Various, including
performances, festivals,
literary projects, traveling
exhibits, etc. No 2D or 3D
visual public art projects.

Matching
Requirement

1:1 cash match; at least 10% in
cash, remainder may be in-
kind

Varies by grant type

Project Timeline

All project expenses incurred
between March 1, 2026 - June
30, 2026. Public presentations
of the public art can occur
anytime after the creation of
the public art.

Various project timelines




MAC and MHC America250 Grants: How to Maximize Opportunities

Public art projects that are non-2D & 3D visual art

You may apply to both MAC and MHC grants by the January 15th deadline. If awarded
both, you must select one. MAC and MHC grants cannot be cash-matched for the same
project.

Projects are eligible for both grants, but are not awarded

If you submitted an eligible project to both MAC and MHC by January 15, 2026, and were
not awarded, consider requesting feedback and reapplying for the remaining MHC grant
deadlines. You may also want to consider applying your proposal towards a MAC general
project grant.

Non-public art projects
Contact MHC to determine if your project fits one of their three grant opportunities.
Assistant Director Carol Andersen at 601-432-6752 or carol@mhc.state.ms.us.

2D/3D public art projects
Apply for the MAC grant.

Other sources of funding
As a reminder, a minimum 10% of the 1:1 match is cash, while the remainder can be in-
kind donations.

In-kind donations can come in the forms of salary time, volunteer time, tangible goods,
and professional services or expertise.

Subscribe to newsletters such as_Mississippi Arts Commission, South Arts, Mid-America
Arts Alliance, Springboard for the Arts, and Forecast Public Art for valuable insight and
opportunities that you could be eligible for.

Check to see if any local or corporate businesses have a foundation for grants. They may
not be explicitly “arts & culture” related, but your proposals could possibly be eligible for
areas such as health, education, and community outreach.


mailto:carol@mhc.state.ms.us
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/kQ641x3/msarts
https://www.southarts.org/
https://www.maaa.org/for-organizations/
https://www.maaa.org/for-organizations/
https://springboardforthearts.org/
https://forecastpublicart.org/

MAC and MHC America250 Grants: How to Maximize Opportunities

Continued

Successful public art depends on the engagement of the community, including creating
strong partnerships to maximize the artistic experience for everyone. MAC encourages
eligible applicants to imagine what the MAC and MHC America250 grants could do to
create a multi-dimensional and accessible approach for experiencing your story.

Possible scenarios are provided below.

Eligible Applicant A

Eligible Applicant B

Possible Funding Source

A wants to have a live
music concert in a state
park.

B wants to partner with
A. B's project is leading
workshops about the
history of the live music
being performed.

A may apply for a MAC or
MHC grant. If Ais awarded
both, A will need to
choose one.

B may apply for an MHC
grant.

A wants to create a public
art mural
commemorating an
impactful local story.

B wants to document this
process and the story
this artwork is about.

A may apply for MAC
grant only.

B may apply for an MHC
grant.

A wants to collect oral

narratives of community
elders who lived through
a significant experience.

B wants to use these
narratives to devise
original theater in a site-
specific location.

A may apply for an MHC
grant.

B may apply for an MAC
and MAC grant. If B is
awarded both, B will need
to choose one.




Examples of Public Art for Inspiration & Imagination

Public art is often thought of as murals, sculptures, and landmarks, but in Mississippi it
also thrives in unique forms. From Gulf Coast Mardi Gras celebrations to Sunday blues
gatherings and the decorated L.V. Hull Home in Kosciusko, Mississippi's traditions and
culture provide a solid foundation for ways that public art can be experienced. Explore
these examples of contemporary Mississippi works to broaden your perspective and
inspire your project proposals.

Disclaimer: The examples of Mississippi public art highlighted below illustrate the diverse
and innovative ways public art can be created and experienced across our state. Their
inclusion is intended for inspiration and does not indicate preference or influence in MAC's
grant selection process.

Interactive Installations
« This Little Light of Mine, Mississippi Civil Rights Museum | Jackson, MS | Free on
Sundays. The design was created by Hilferty & Associates. Transformit built and
installed the sculpture. Other key members of the team included multimedia
producers Monadnock Media and lighting engineers CED.

2. Performance-Based Projects
« Outdoor performances, Blue Front Cafe | Bentonia, MS | Free blues music to the
public on the front porch of the oldest operating juke joint in Mississippi.

3. Cultural Traditions as Art
« Blessing.of the Fleets | Entire MS, AL, LA Gulf Coast region | The Blessing of the Fleet
ceremony marks the beginning of the fishing season for shrimp fishermen and
invokes a safe and prosperous season. Shrimp boats are decorated, presented in a
parade, blessed, and can win awards. There are festivals associated with this cultural
event.

4. Site-Integrated Works
« LV. Hull Home & Studio (exterior) | Kosciusko, MS | L.V. Hull merged artmaking and
the Mississippi tradition of “visiting” into her physical house and immediate
environment.

Mississippi public art examples continue on page nine.


https://mcrm.mdah.ms.gov/galleries/gallery-3-this-little-light-of-mine
https://www.facebook.com/bluefrontcafeblues
https://artistshomes.org/artists/l-v-hull/

Examples of Public Art for Inspiration & Imagination - Continued

5. Environmental & Functional Art
« Medicine Wheel Garden, University of Southern Mississippi | Hattiesburg, MS |
Created by Dr. Tammy Greer, this environmental and functional public art provides
various Native American traditions as well as the meaning of “4" in different natural
aspects.

6. Digital and Technology-Driven Projects
« Allumer Natchez (2023), Arts Danu | Natchez, MS | Allumer Natchez is a free, festival
and exhibition that pairs historic spaces with innovative contemporary light-based
artworks.

7. 2D Mural
« Suffrage, Heide Pitre | Hattiesburg, MS | Located on MclLeod Street in Downtown
Hattiesburg, "Suffrage” is a nod to the 100th anniversary of the passage of the 19th
Amendment protecting women's constitutional right to vote. This larger-than-life
design is both vibrant and patriotic and includes an insignia officially honoring past
and present female public office holders in the Greater Hattiesburg area.

8. Environmental & Site-Specific Landmark
« Angel Trees, Dayle K. Lewis | Bay St. Louis, MS | Post-Katrina public art made from
former live oaks.

MAC encourages eligible applicants to soundboard their public art proposal ideas with
Special Initiatives Director Simone Cottrell. To schedule a 45-minute creative thinking
session, call 601.359.6044 or email scottrell@arts.ms.gov.


https://countryroadsmagazine.com/outdoors/gardening/medicine-wheel-garden-hattiesburg/
https://www.allumernatchez.com/
https://hburgart.com/hburgart/suffrage/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gjJTEsKCyBI&t=28s

MAC America250 Public Art Grant | Reminders

Application Period:
Opens November 17, 2025, at 12:00 AM CST and closes January 15, 2026, at 11:59 PM
CST

Funding Requirements:

« MAC aims to award each Mississippi region with one $12,000 grant and one $8,000
grant. For this grant, MAC recognizes the following Mississippi regions: Gulf Coast,
Capital-Rivers, The Pines, The Hills, and The Delta.

« No partial awards will be issued.

« Project budgets must include the full MAC grant amount plus the required 1:1 match.
Required minimum of 10% cash match; the remaining 90% may be in-kind.

« Artist fees cannot be counted as in-kind contributions

Project Timeline:

All expenses towards the creation of the public art must be incurred between March 1,
2026, and June 30, 2026. The presentation of the public art can occur after it has been
created.

Reporting & Support:

Awardees must submit their reports by June 30, 2026. Awardees must also participate in
a required online workshop covering responsibilities and project documentation. Office
hours will be available to assist with project completion.

Available Workshops:
America250 Public Art Grant Application Workshop - Date TBD

MAC's Ask the Professional Series
Ask a Grant Writer: Before You Hit Submit,_ hosted by Bob Arnold!

Project Consultation Encouraged:
MAC strongly encourages applicants to schedule a 45-minute consultation with Special
Initiatives Director Simone Cottrell to discuss their public art project.

Simone Cottrell, Special Initiatives Director
Mississippi Arts Commission
(601) 359-6044
scottrell@arts.ms.gov

For more information about the Mississippi Humanities Council America250 Grant, please
contact Assistant Director Carol Andersen at 601-432-6752 or carol@mhc.state.ms.us.
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https://youtu.be/MRexpzhjEEs
mailto:carol@mhc.state.ms.us

