
SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

State Arts Conference

PRESENTED BY 

October 15-16, 2025

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15
9:00 a.m. - Noon	 Free Pre-Conference  -  Performance to
 	 Purpose: From Showing Off to 
	 Showing Up for Students
	 Natchez 1

1:00 p.m.	 Registration

2:00 p.m.	 Sister Cities International 
 	 Jackson 1 & 2

3:00  - 3:15 p.m.	 ArtBreak
 	 Marta Szlubowska

3:15 p.m.	 Networking Break Outs 
	 The Westin Jackson

5:00 - 6:30 p.m.	 “City with Soul” Welcome Reception
	 Arts Center of Mississippi 
7:30 p.m.	 Screening of MPB’s Medgar Evers 
	 Documentary “Everlasting”
	 Jackson 1 & 2

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16
8:30 a.m.	 Registration	

9:00 - 9:15 a.m.	 Welcome - David Lewis 

9:15 - 10:00 a.m. 	 Keynote - Taiwo Gaynor 
	 Jackson 1 & 2 

10:00 - 10:15 a.m.	 Announcements - David Lewis

10:15 - 10:30 a.m.	 ArtBreak 1 
	 DJ Java

10:30 -11:45 a.m.	 Break Out 1 
	 •America250 Grants
		  Jackson 1 & 2  
	 •Art Prescriptions 
 		  Jackson 3 & 4  
	 •Finding Creative Inspiration in Nature 	     
		  Natchez 1
	 •Igniting the Future
 		  Natchez 2  
	 •A Poetry Reading & Workshop 	      
		  Oxford  	      

11:45 a.m.  - 1:15  p.m. 	 Lunch on Your Own Around Town 	
1:00 -1:15 p.m.	 ArtBreak 2 
	 Delta Krauts
1:15 - 2:30 p.m. 	 Break Out 2 
	 •Behind the Build: How Three BFA  
	      Projects Took Shape		
		  Jackson 1 & 2  
	 •Mississippi Residencies						    
		  Jackson 3 & 4  
	 •Creating Unique Spaces with Your 
		  Digital Art
		  Natchez 1  
	 •Creating Outdoor Events with 
		  Accessibility in Mind
		  Natchez 2
	 •Budget Workshop
		  Oxford  
2:30  -  2:45 p.m.	 ArtBreak 3 
	 Keith Johnson
2:45 - 4:00 p.m. 	 Break Out 3 
	 •Beyond the Mural	     						    
		  Jackson 1  
	 •Building Sustainable and Ethical AI 
		  Policies for the Arts
		  Jackson 3 & 4
	 •From Vision to Funding: Turning Bold 		
		  Ideas into Funded Projects 	
		  Natchez 2

	

 

Note: City names reflect room names - not cities for locations
All sessions are subject to change.

All Day Thursday Event:
Artist Roster Headshots with Jesse Johnson
Advanced sign up required!  
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